AT WAR OFFICE AS DIRECTOR OF STAFF DUTIES

coupled with influenza, I insisted on taking him to Folke-
stone, where he recovered in a wonderful way. We enjoyed
the rest and being together a little, though the beginning of
May was not very warm at the seaside. After our return,
Douglas had a lot of travelling about to do and this was
fortunate as it again took him away from the War Office to
a great extent.

On November yth, 1908, my second daughter was born.
Douglas's family were disappointed that I had not given
him a boy, but she was a lovely baby and we ourselves were
delighted with her. We spent a quiet and happy Christmas
and New Year together and the new baby was christened
at the small church at Cove on January 2nd. Princess
Victoria was her godmother. She was named Victoria,
Doris (after me) and Rachael, which was the name of
Douglas's mother, whom he so loved. We then took a
small house in London, because Douglas thought Trunk
House was rather lonely for me, and had contemplated
moving nearer London before long. Kingston Hill, he felt,
might suit us well, and he had been making enquiries from
the local agents. My new baby was very ill whilst we were
in London and we felt very anxious about her, and were
therefore rather relieved to get the babies back to Trunk
House early in April.

On the i jth, Douglas came home with rather exciting
news. He had seen Sir O'Moore Creagh, who had asked him
to go to India with him as Chief of Staff. Douglas had not
replied definitely, wanting time to think it over. He did not
like leaving his work and also we had now two small
children. However, we finally agreed that such a good
appointment should not be refused, though it entailed
leaving our children. We did not like taking them because
of the difficulties of getting good milk and food in India.

We decided to start for India early in October 1909, which
enabled Douglas to leave his work at the War Office all in
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